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Mulla Sadra on the Essence and its Constructional Meaning

Bagher Hosseinloo®
Hamed Naji Isfahani™*

Abstract

Mulla Sadra's philosophical idess — as one of the
pioneers in the field of ontology — have had many
ups and downs over the time. So as more of his
philosophical notions and ideas &ffected by
evolution and have been changed. By passing by
and putting aside his former theories and
viewpoaints, he has replaced them by new theories
by means of which he has interned philosophy into
new and modern valleys and arenas(aress). Having
been observing Sadras though and idess
promenade on one of the most important
philosophical problems — i.eessence and its
congtructiondmeaning— this essay is trying to
express Sadra’s last and latest viewpoint (lookouts)
by consideration and ingpection of his various
comments in this field.The most chalenging and
very serious problem confronting Sadrain this case
are these: finally what is the status of the essence?
And is essenceredlized in word outside or not? In
reply to these questions, he presents the
congtructionalmeaning of essence and expresses
that idea by means of these sentences: “the essence
is accidental’, “the essence is the limit of the
existence”, “the essence is virtud”, “the essence is
dependent”. The matters Sadra wants to express as
his final comment in the format of these
propositions are these: @) essence has no externa
redlization in anyway and b) having considered it as
congtructional matter and having endeavored to
expressit with phrases such as“by accident”, “limit
of existence”, virtuality of essence’— are due to the
language redtrictions. Otherwise, he does not desire
to accent that the essence has external realization.

Keywords: essence, constructionality, concept,
Mulla Sadra, limit of existence, virtual.
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