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Mulla Sadra; Graded Unity of Being or Individual Unity of Being
(Mulla Sadra's transition from Graded Unity of Being to Individual Unity of Being)

Mahdi Monazah*
Sahar Kavandi™*

Abstract

The point of this article is to explain the process of
existence evolution from “graded unity of being”
to “individual unity of being; In this regard, the
“graded unity of being” and its bases in
“Transcendent Theosophy” as well as “individual
unity of being” and its different statements have
been primarily investigated, then it would be
explained in the position of research and
investigation; so that firstly Mulla Sadra presumed
the distinction of these two kinds and secondly he
represented departure from graded unity (the
primary viewpoint) to individual unity (the final
viewpoint) in his theosophy. Mulla Sadra initially
denied the essential causality and multiplicity of
the “essence” and then denied existential causality
and multiplicity of “limited possible beings” in
order to be able to explain the mechanism of such
process; To prove such explanation he appeals to
two kinds of argumentations upon representing a
specific analysis of causality: a) Argumentation by
cause b) Argumentation by effect. In another word,
assigning the effects to the affairs and based on the
infiniteness of the necessary being as well as being
originating, he proved his desired idea; thus
clarifying the mystical claim- individual unity of
being- he became successful in approximating
philosophy to mysticism and subsequently the
transcendence of theosophy.

Keywords: Mulla Sadra, existence, graded unity
of being, individual unity of being, Transcendent
Theosophy.
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