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ABSTRACT

Plotinus, the greatest Neoplatonist philosopher and one of the most prominent
thinkers of antiquity, has greatly influenced later philosophers with his ideas.
The issue of time is of great importance to philosophers and philosophical
schools after Aristotle, particularly in Plotinus’ thought. One significant aspect
of time-related discussions is how temporal, fluid entities are related to fixed
and immaterial entities. Regarding the question of time, Plotinus first criticizes
Aristotle’s definition of time, then explains the eternal, everlasting, and fixed
nature of the level of eternity (dahr). Finally, Plotinus rationally proves his
innovative view that time is the image or manifestation of the soul in the
material world. The present research, using an analytical-comparative method,
argues that Plotinus’ problems with the definition of time are not valid from
Mulla Sadra’s perspective. Plotinus’ claim that time is the image of the soul
also faces several issues according to the principles of Mulla Sadra’s
Transcendent Wisdom.
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