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ABSTRACT

Intuitive experience is one of the important aspects of the geometry of religious
knowledge. The problem of the objectivity of the subject of mystical
experience is one of the issues raised in this field. In order to solve this
problem, some have accepted the theory of essentialism and others the theory
of structuralism (contextualism). Essentialists consider the subject of mystical
experience to be the supreme essence and transcendent truth; but proponents
of the theory of structuralism, while denying the narration of mystical
experience from a single essence, consider these experiences to be the result
of a person's culture, belief and intellectual background. In this regard,
examining these two approaches in the thought of Islamic thinkers is
important. Therefore, studying and comparing the views of Allameh Tabatabai
and Fakhr Razi in the field of realism and objectivity of the subject of mystical
experience is one of the goals and subjects of this paper. The study method is
descriptive and analytical, relying on examining their works. The research
findings show that Tabatabai, by classifying knowledge into two types of
presential (intuitive) and acquired knowledge and returning acquired
knowledge to presential, and accepting the principle of the unity of the knower,
the known and knowledge, considers mystical experiences to be of the type of
acquired and presential knowledge in both of which, the experience of the
essence is realized. But from Fakhr Razi's point of view, in the shadow of inner
purification and self-refinement, and reaching mystical states and discoveries,
a person reaches a level where he perceives the truths with presential
knowledge. Therefore, these states are of the type of essence experience and
cognitive. Therefore, despite some differences, essentialism is the common
feature of Allameh and Fakhr's views on the objectivity of the subject of
intuitive experience.
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