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ABSTRACT

Davidson, in his theory of attribute dualism, rejects the distinction between
material and immaterial substances and arrives at a form of attribute dualism
as an intermediary position between physicalist substance monism and
maximal substance dualism. To overcome certain objections, he posits
"supervenience," meaning one property resting upon another. He accepts
psychophysical laws but does not consider them precise or accurately
identifiable. Combining these laws with the physical is nearly impossible.
One of the problems with the supervenience theory is how the mental
influences the physical. In Transcendent Theosophy, in accordance with the
principles of the gradation of being and substantial motion, duality between
body and mind is resolved; because all potentials are assumed in the primary
entity, namely the body, which is the precondition for the realization of the
soul. Materiality is regarded as having a state of expectancy with different
levels, and thus immateriality also has levels. Unlike Davidson's theory, the
relationship between soul and body is something stronger than supervenience:
namely, identity. Sadra's account of the soul shares a form of supervenience
and emergentism with Davidson's theory, but in Sadra's view, the body loses
its material meaning; although it remains the same in corporeality, bodily
attributes transform and change in an intensifying motion to reach attributes
free from conventional bodily descriptions. Sadr al-Muta'allihin's particular
form of essentialism, which is also endorsed by science, can be considered
the point of convergence between Davidson's and Sadra's theories in solving
the mind-body problem.
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